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Background 
German presented its priorities for the HELCOM chairmanship from July 2020 until June 2022 at HOD 58 
under the following headlines: 

• strengthening ocean governance  
• updating and implementing the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) – making progress on specific 

requirements (eutrophication, marine litter) 
• tackling new solutions for well-known, pressing challenges (ammunition, underwater noise) 
• strengthening marine biodiversity 
• climate change and the Baltic Sea – understanding and responding.  

Associated with the update and the implementation of the BSAP, marine litter including abandoned, lost and 
otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) also known as “ghost nets” are priority topics for the German 
chairmanships with the following general goals: 

• to expand the monitoring and assessment framework for marine litter and to define a zero-emission 
target until 2030 

• to reinforce the implementation as well as an advanced revision of the RAP Marine Litter  
• to anchor visibility of the topic of marine litter in the BSAP. 

Currently only beach litter is established as a pre-core indicator. During the chairmanship we will enhance 
our efforts to contribute to the methodological agreement for additional indicators and the development of 
threshold values to set reduction targets for litter in the different marine compartment and to allow 
prospectively for a comprehensive assessment of the amounts and impacts of marine litter in the Baltic Sea. 
As an ambition overall reduction target, a zero-emission target for macro and micro litter from land and sea-
based sources is proposed to be defined until 2030. 

As lead country for actions on waste management, Germany sees a need to support administrative 
departments in including marine litter in developing national waste prevention programmes. Germany 
suggests a regional tool box on best practices and gaps in waste management in relation to marine litter as 
a promising means to assist the information exchange of marine protection with waste management 
administrations. OSPAR has started looking into such a tools. There is opportunity to develop a joint OSPAR-
HELCOM tool-box. 

As already envisaged in the ongoing revision process of the BSAP Germany will support to anchor visibility of 
the topic of marine litter in the new version of the plan. In addition, we suggest a progressive revision of the 
RAP-ML taking into account new findings/emerging issues and we are prepared to take responsibility for 
additional subjects. Such additional issues could be concrete measures e.g. on cross-border cooperation to 
promote deposit and return systems, the phasing out of single-use-products, suitable re-design of products 
and enhanced Extended Producer Responsibility.  
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Regarding prevention and reduction of ghost gear (ALDFG) as a sea-based marine litter topic Germany strives 
during its chairmanship for: 

• strengthening activities to prevent, search for and retrieve ALDFG in the Baltic Sea  
• enhancing communication and the exchange of knowledge between stakeholder groups 
• initiating a HELCOM Recommendation on ALDFG which is based on knowledge so far gained in the 

implementation of the HELCOM RAP ML, the German Round Table on Marine Litter, the MARELITT 
Baltic Projects with follow-up-activities of WWF (Poland and Germany) as well as based on the 
exchange with fisherman and other stakeholders. 

A Baltic-wide dialog that engages with relevant stakeholders would not only foster exchange of experiences 
but also help to improve the data situation in order to agree on urgently needed measures in relation to 
among others prevention, redesign, improved recyclability, application of EPR, marking of fishing gear and 
optimization of reporting of lost gear.  

A HELCOM Recommendation on ALDFG would draw on the draft recommendation already considered in 
previous HELCOM RAP ML meetings. It would include the prevention, search for, validation and retrieval of 
lost or discarded fishing gear, as well as its collection and disposal. Additional aspects to be addressed are 
the retrievability of nets, waste managements in ports, further development of recycling techniques, 
development of alternative materials or educational work. 

Action requested 
The Workshop is invited to take note of the presented ideas, provide feedback and use it to support 
discussion and the evaluation of proposed new actions. 

The HELCOM Contracting Parties are invited to work together with us in order to develop new elements and 
strategies in the light of the revision of the RAP ML, the drafting of the BSAP and the set-up of a 
recommendation for ghost gear. 
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